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R ESIDEN T
2022 General Election Results
According to the Minnesota Secretary of State’s Twitter feed, 60.66
percent of eligible Minnesotan voters went to the polls in the 2022 General
Election on November 8. Placing Minnesota as one of the top seven states for
voter turnout according to the Washington Post. The City of Ramsey’s overall
turnout was 68.21 percent. Ward 1 Precinct 2 had the highest turnout, with
76.17 percent. Ward 3 Precinct 1 had the lowest, with 58.70 percent. Ramsey
had 618 new registered voters from election day and absentee voting.
Ramsey Ward 1 Precinct 2 was one of the randomly selected precincts in
Anoka County to hand count the results of three races for the post-election
review. Ramsey provided election judges on November 21 to hand count the
Minnesota Governor, Secretary of State and United States Representative
races. The count took place in the atrium of the Anoka County Government
Center. The county was required to select four precincts but chose to do six.
Our voting machines accurately counted the results. For more information on
the process, visit www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/how-elections-work/
post-election-reviews.
On the November 8 ballot, the City of Ramsey had three City Council
seats up for election, Councilmember At-Large, Councilmember Ward 1 and
Councilmember Ward 3. Voters re-elected incumbents Chris Riley, Councilmember At-Large and Dan Specht, Councilmember Ward 3.
Michael Olson’s votes surpassed those of Milene (Mickey) Adams to be
named Councilmember for Ward 1.
The results are as follows:
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Councilmember at Large
Chris Riley - 6,203 votes, 63.08%
Jeffrey ( Jeff ) Lubarski - 3,563 votes, 36.24%
Write-In - 67 votes, 0.68%
Continued on Page 5
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Meet the New Community Development Director
Parks & Recreation Flyer
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Ramsey Municipal Center

Meeting Schedule

7550 Sunwood Drive NW
Ramsey, MN 55303
Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm (Monday - Friday)
General Information: 763-427-1410
Website: www.cityoframsey.com

City Council
Mark Kuzma, Mayor

Chelsee Howell, Councilmember
At-Large
Chris Riley, Councilmember
At-Large
Michael Olson, Councilmember
Ward 1
Matt Woestehoff, Councilmember
Ward 2
Dan Specht, Councilmember
Ward 3
Debra Musgrove, Councilmember
Ward 4

All meetings are held at the Ramsey Municipal
Center unless otherwise noted.

763-576-4367
mkuzma@cityoframsey.com
763-576-4362
chowell@cityoframsey.com
763-576-4368
criley@cityoframsey.com
763-576-4363
molson@cityoframsey.com
763-576-4366
mwoestehoff@cityoframsey.com
763-576-4361
dspecht@cityoframsey.com
763-576-4360
dmusgrove@cityoframsey.com

Important Phone Numbers
Brian Hagen, City Administrator
Fire and Police Emergency
Fire and Police Non-Emergency
City Hall
Parks/Streets/Utilities
TDD

763-433-9845
bhagen@cityoframsey.com
911
763-427-1212
763-427-1410
763-427-8254
763-427-8591

Your City Newsletter

The Ramsey Resident is a newsletter partially paid for with revenues
generated by advertising. This newsletter is intended to provide public
information about community events and local government.
All inquiries and comments regarding the newsletter are welcome
and should be directed to the Newsletter Coordinator at 763-433-9831
or pjohnson@cityoframsey.com. If you wish to advertise within the
newsletter, please contact Scott Robinson at 763-443-2243.
All articles for publication in the Ramsey Resident should be
emailed to pjohnson@cityoframsey.com by the first of the month prior
to the edition or the following Monday if the first is on a weekend.
The City of Ramsey reserves the right to determine what may appear
in this newsletter.
This newsletter is read and obtained with the understanding that
the information presented is from varied sources from which there can
be no guarantee or responsibility as to accuracy or completeness.

QCTV Live Broadcasts & Replays
and Video Streaming
Quad Cities Community Television (QCTV) broadcasts regular
City Council, Planning Commission, Park & Recreation Commission,
Economic Development Authority and Environmental Policy Board
meetings on Channel 16 with periodic replays. For more information
visit www.qctv.org.
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City Council (2nd & 4th Tuesday)
7:00 pm, Council Chambers
January 10, 24 & February 14, 28
City Council Work Session (2nd & 4th Tuesday)
5:30 pm, Lake Itasca Room
January 10, 24 & February 14, 28
Economic Development Authority (2nd Thursday)
7:30 am, Council Chambers
January 12 & February 9
Environmental Policy Board (3rd Monday)
6:30 pm, Council Chambers
January TBD & February TBD
Park & Rec. Commission (2nd Thursday)
6:30 pm, Council Chambers
January 12 & February 9
Planning Commission (4th Thursday)
7:00 pm, Council Chambers
January 26 & February 23
Public Works Committee (3rd Tuesday)
5:30 pm, Lake Itasca Room
January 17 & February 21
Additional City Council Work Sessions may be
scheduled throughout the month. See the most current
Upcoming Meetings calendar to confirm meeting dates,
locations and times on the City’s website at
www.cityoframsey.com.
TBD - To be Determined
*Rescheduled Date
**Location may be different - check website

Curbside Recycling Dates
West Side Pick-up
January
9, 23

East Side Pick-up
January
2, 16, 30

February
6, 20

February
13, 27
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DEVELOPMENT REPORT
Your Source for Development News in Ramsey

The following projects are in various stages of approval. City approval does not guarantee that a project will begin
construction. For more information, visit www.cityoframsey.com/development or contact us at 763-433-9826 or
planning@cityoframsey.com.
Commercial and Industrial Projects
Lil Explorers: A 16,000 square foot daycare facility
was approved on September 13, 2022. The new daycare
will be located on the northeast corner of Bunker and
Ramsey boulevards, directly south of Ramsey Storage
Center. The start of construction is unknown at this time.
Northstar Marketplace: Construction is underway
on a 7,200 square foot multi-tenant commercial building north of Coborn’s. The proposed uses are retail and
restaurant in nature, with a drive-thru identified along
the western side of the building. The City is not aware of
any tenants at this time.
PACT Charter School: Construction has commenced on the Charter School’s secondary campus with
a desired completion date for the 2023-2024 school year.
In addition to the school project, 161st Avenue will be
reconstructed to include a trail.
Anoka Ramsey Athletic Association – Dome:
This project is generally located west of the Armstrong
Interchange at the south end of Ferret Street NW. The
project proposes multiple on-site uses, including a sports
dome and other commercial applications. Site plan
review will be required prior to construction.
COR Infrastructure Improvements: The City and
the Economic Development Authority have engaged an
engineering firm to study the need to bring sites within the COR to an increased shovel-ready status. This
includes understanding wetland implications and costs
to build out crucial infrastructure. Additionally, the City
is reviewing plans for a park within the COR to include
water activity amenities.
Residential Projects
North Brook Meadows (Hunt Property): The City
approved a preliminary plat for 77 units on this 40-acre

site south of 175th Avenue NW and west of Nowthen
Boulevard NW. All new lots will be 80 feet wide and
with City utilities.
Trott Brook Crossing (Makwosky Property):
The developer began grading efforts on the site in November 2022. The City approved a preliminary plat for
270 units on this 200+ acre site located north of Trott
Brook between Variolite Street and Nowthen Boulevard. All new lots will be 80 feet wide and with City
utilities.
Lynwood Subdivision: The Lynwood Subdivision
is an approved subdivision of 119 attached townhomes
and 18 single-family homes by Lennar. Phase 2 of the
project, which will include additional townhomes, is
under review, with planned construction in spring 2023.
Riverstone South: This project is located on the
south side of Highway 10, just east of Bowers Drive.
The City is reviewing Phase 2 of the project.
Rivenwick Village 4th Addition: This project is
located between Village Bank and Suite Living Senior
Care along Riverdale Drive NW. The project would
subdivide an existing 7.2 acres into a new right of way
and two separate 3.2-acre parcels. A total of 28 townhome units are proposed, with the remaining approximately 3.2 acres being retained for future commercial
development.
Parkside Townhomes: This project encompasses
two vacant parcels in the COR. Both parcels are roughly
north of The Draw Park and east of E. Town Center
Drive. As proposed, 130 units in 24 buildings would be
constructed in three phases. All roadways constructed
would be private streets. The development is currently
going through the land use application stage and is being
reviewed by the City.
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City Administrator’s Corner

One Word

Brian Hagen, City Administrator
It’s the new year! Like many others, you may have set goals or established your New Year’s
resolutions. Maybe you are still mulling several options over in your mind, unsure of which one
you think you can accomplish. I have not always been the most successful at following through
on my resolutions. What if I asked you to scrap the New Year’s resolution and pick just one
word?
Jon Gordon, Jimmy Page and Dan Britton wrote a book called “One Word that Will
Change Your Life.” The book does not magically teach you one word that will change your life
and give you everything you’ve ever wanted. Instead, it simplifies something we all do down to
one word. We set goals to have some aspect of our lives become better. Rather than set goals,
this book explains how choosing a word and focusing on that word can accomplish so much
more than goals. If I had to choose one word for Ramsey to focus on in 2023, I would select
growth.
Yes, it is cliché, but many cities want growth. However, I believe growth is ahead with what
has been set in place leading into 2023. Referencing back to the book, choosing one word and
focusing our efforts on that word will impact many dimensions in our lives. Growth in 2023 for
Ramsey will mean acting on established priorities to grow our infrastructure. It has been talked
about many times, but the City recently issued a road funding bond to address the deteriorating streets. The Ramsey Gateway Project has been a long time coming, but the work will begin
in summer 2023 to prep side streets before the entire project gets underway in 2024. Lastly,
the Water Treatment Plant will be bid on over the winter months in preparation for a spring
groundbreaking on the two-year project.
What else can be impacted by growth? How about commercial/industrial opportunities?
The City continues to work with local businesses to allow for growth at their current location,
or we work with them to relocate within our community. The City further meets with prospective businesses to bring retail opportunities to the
community. Having a strong existing business front will encourage other
companies to invest.
These are two examples of the growth I see for Ramsey in 2023. I
challenge you to set your one word. Pick that word and consciously think
about it throughout the year. You do not have to make significant life-altering changes to experience the positive impact. Just remember to simplify your life and focus on your word. In the end, I hope you can identify
multiple dimensions of your life that are positively impacted.
Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to
Photo by Laurie Hanson provide quality, cost-effective and efficient government services.
Photo by Jenna Martin
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Meet the New Community
Development Director
2022 General Election Results
Continued from Page 1

The City of Ramsey is pleased to announce that
Stephanie Hanson has accepted the Community
Development Director position. Stephanie’s first day
with the City was December 12. As the Community
Development Director, she will manage the City’s Building,
Economic Development and Planning Divisions. She
joins our team with years of experience, working as a City
Planner in Andover and, most recently, as the Community
Development Director for the City of East Bethel.
Stephanie has worked extensively on both cities’ residential
and commercial development and Comprehensive Plans.
She has a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of
Minnesota in natural resources and environmental studies,
emphasizing in land use planning.
Stephanie lives in Elk River and has two daughters,
Macy and Kylie. The entire family is passionate about playing
tennis year-round. Stephanie is an avid outdoors person who
loves to travel and read. She is a music lover that doesn’t have
a favorite genre. What she listens to depends on her mood.
Her dog Henry and cat Eddie keep her company while she’s
at home.
Contact Stephanie at shanson@cityoframsey.com, call
763-433-9828 or stop by Ramsey City Hall and say hello.

Chris Riley commented on his win, “I am excited to continue representing Ramsey residents after
being re-elected. I expect to see more positive actions
in the future. Highway 10 reconstruction and a
water treatment facility are both moving toward
reality. City street maintenance and reconstruction
will be a major focus - 30 miles of streets will be
overlayed or reconstructed in the next few years.”
Councilmember Ward 1
Michael Olson - 1,678 votes, 62.47%
Milene (Mickey) Adams - 998 votes, 37.16%
Write-In - 10 votes, 0.37%
When Michael Olson was asked about his win,
he replied, “I am honored to have been elected to
represent Ward 1 on the City Council and want to
thank the voters for their confidence in me. I look
forward to productive debates and good decisions
made on behalf of our community. I hope to be part
of a unified governing body to best serve those we
represent and to find ways to learn about and resolve
their concerns.”
Councilmember Ward 3
Dan Specht - 1,420 votes, 60.76%
Rachal Johnson - 903 votes, 38.64%
Write-In - 14 votes, 0.60%
Dan Specht expressed the following after retaining his Council seat, “Thank you to the residents of
Ramsey Ward 3 for electing me to another term. I’m
excited to continue to make sure your voice is heard!
We need to have fiscal responsibility while funding
the necessities of the city. We must continue to fully
fund our police to ensure a safe community. I’m
excited about the new $10 million we approved to
fix our roads, bringing them up to a high standard for
years to come.”
For more information on the 2022 General
Election, please visit the Minnesota Secretary of
State website at electionresults.sos.state.mn.us.
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Serve as an Advisor
to the City Council

Business Spotlight:
Druk Auto, LLC

The City of Ramsey is accepting applications
for enthusiastic residents for its advisory boards and
commissions. These advisory boards and commissions help
shape the future of the City by making recommendations
to the City Council on current and future issues the City
is facing. Boards and commissions include the Economic
Development Authority, Environmental Policy Board, Park
and Recreation Commission and Planning Commission.
Online applications and additional information are
available on the City’s website at www.cityoframsey.com by
clicking on Government, then Boards and Commissions.
For further details, please contact City Clerk Katie Schmidt
at 763-433-9842 or kschmidt@cityoframsey.com.
Advisory commission seats are open until filled;
however, the first review of applications is scheduled for
February 28, 2023, followed by interviews and the start of
new terms. Your online application must be received before
the application review date to be considered for a seat on the
board or commission of your choice.
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Dr. Terry Barnett, D.D.S.
7962 Sunwood Dr. NW, Ste. 200
Ramsey, MN 55303
Across from Coborn’s

763.712.9715

www.barnettfamilydentistry.com

Let your smile change the world.

6

Druk Auto is not your typical car dealership.
Classic cars are their specialty, and they have two
showrooms full, ranging from the 1920s to late
model cars, in their 10,000 square foot location.
They buy, sell or trade and can help you look for that
particular classic or collector car. Inventory arrives
weekly with price ranges to fit anyone’s budget.
Many of their cars are sold to out-of-state buyers.
Last summer, Druk Auto held its first “Cruise-In”
car show at its location. It was so successful that they
plan to make it an annual event.
Druk Auto is a family-owned business that
started in Ramsey in 2003 by brothers Ronnie and
Danny Druk. In 2009, they relocated to Ham Lake
then to Forest Lake. In 2019 Druk Auto had the
opportunity to return to Ramsey with the purchase
of a building at 8000 Highway 10. The location
has fantastic exposure to the local community and
Highway 10 and is easy to find near the Armstrong
Boulevard interchange. They also appreciate that the
City does a lot for its businesses and residents.
Even if you are not in the market for a classic
car, they welcome you to come in, walk around
and enjoy the beauty and styling of these American
icons. Stop in Druk Auto during their store hours,
Monday-Friday, 9:00 am - 7:00 pm, or Saturday,
9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Visit their website at www.
drukautosales.com or call 763-355-5511 for more
information.
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Charter Commission

Now that the gifts have been opened and the cookies
have been eaten, it’s time to start thinking about holiday
cleanup. Maybe you’ve discovered a strand of holiday
lights that no longer works or you’re just ready to
upgrade your look next year. Rather than tossing your
old strings of lights in the garbage, you can recycle them
for free. Last year, Ramsey residents recycled nearly 1/3
of a ton of holiday lights!
Holiday lights can be recycled at Ramsey City Hall
anytime during regular business hours, Monday through
Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. Bins will be available to
collect these items through the month of January. This
is a great way to help reduce the amount of waste going
to landfills by capturing more material to be recycled
into new products, and it’s all done at no cost to you!
Note that only the strands
of holiday lights will be
accepted. Any ‘framing’
(frequently, plastic framing
is used to form stars,
snowmen, etc.) that the
lights may be mounted
on must be removed and
disposed of in the garbage.
Do NOT place strings of holiday lights in your
curbside recycling cart. Light strings are not acceptable
through the curbside program as they can cause major
issues for recycling facilities and their equipment.
If you have any questions about holiday waste,
contact Senior Planner Chris Anderson at 763-4339817 or canderson@cityoframsey.com.

Vacation House Checks
Are you going out of town? Want to have
your home checked on while you are away? You
can request a vacation house check or find out
more about the program by visiting the City’s
website at www.cityoframsey.com/664 or by
calling 763-427-6812.

The City of Ramsey is accepting applications for the
Charter Commission to fill potential future vacancies.
Please visit www.cityoframsey.com/150/Charter-Commission to learn more about the Charter Commission
and to apply. For more information, please contact City
Clerk Katie Schmidt at 763-433-9842 or kschmidt@
cityoframsey.com.
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Local Advertising

That Works!

Marketing
opportunities are available
in the Ramsey Resident.
The City of Ramsey Newsletter
is distributed to 11,000 plus
homes and businesses and is
also viewed online.
Contact Scott Robinson at
763-443-2243 or
scott@universalapparelmn.com
Ads start at $299.
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Be Involved with the
Citizens’ Academy

New in Town?

Get an inside look at the Ramsey Police Department
by participating in our Citizens’ Academy Thursdays,
March 2 - April 13. The academy will be held 6:00 - 9:30
pm at the Ramsey Municipal Center. To participate, please
register by Friday, February 3.
Our seven-week citizens’ academy will consist of
presentations, demonstrations, and hands-on interaction
on topics such as:
 Criminal Investigations
 Use of Force
 Department Structure
 Emergency Driving School
 Traffic Enforcement
We encourage those who live or work in Ramsey and
want to become involved citizens to apply. To apply and
for more information, please visit www.cityoframsey.
com/186/citizens-academy.
For questions, contact Officer Melissa Schantzen at
763-433-9890 or mschantzen@ci.ramsey.mn.us.

If you are a new Ramsey resident, please contact
the City to establish a City service account in your
name. All residential properties within the City are
charged for three essential services (recycling, priority street lighting and stormwater management) quarterly. Your property may also be charged for water
and sewer if it is connected to those City services. It
is the responsibility of the property owner to ensure
the account for their property is up to date. Call the
City at 763-576-4343 or visit www.cityoframsey.
com/utility-billing to make necessary changes to the
property’s account.
The City also provides a new resident packet full
of helpful information and local contact numbers.
Please call, download a copy from the City’s website
at www.cityoframsey.com under “I’m Looking To…?”
or visit the Ramsey Municipal Center to pick up a
new resident packet. The Municipal Center is located
at 7550 Sunwood Drive NW. Hours of operation are
Monday through Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm.

Need a new washing machine, dish washer, toilet or irrigation controller?
Want to upgrade to Energy Star appliances or WaterSense devices?
• Must be a City of
Ramsey water customer
• Must be replacing
existing devices
• New devices must
be either U.S. EPA
WaterSense or U.S. DOE
Energy Star labeled
* Receive a rebate for the
cost of the device or
$200, whichever is less

You could qualify
for up to

200
REBATE

$

*

Learn more at www.cityoframsey.com/750/Rebate or call 763-433-9817
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Is Your Address Correct
on Google Maps?
If your house or street is not listed correctly on
Google Maps, it could be a source of frustration for
delivery drivers or even friends and family. Did you
know that anyone with a Google account can publicly
add or edit addresses in Google Maps?
If you do not have a Google account, it’s easy to
set one up. Navigate to www.google.com. In the top
right, click Sign in and click Create an Account.
Once you have a Google account, it’s time to open
Google Maps on your device.
Click into the search bar and type in an address.
A menu and location icon will appear in the window.
In the menu, tap Suggest an Edit. Once there, you will
see five options missing address, missing place, add or
fix a road, wrong information, or your opinions about
maps. Share your feedback. Google wants to hear
from you!
To add an address for a road that isn’t on the map,
first, the road needs to be added. Google has stepby-step instructions on adding a road on a desktop
or mobile device. Search for Google Support and
describe your issue.
Please contact the City’s Engineering Department
at 763-433-9839 if you need more information.

WE’RE
HIRING!
Awesome
employees.

Scan the
QR code to
see all open
positions.

STAY

connected
R Visit the City of Ramsey website at
www.cityoframsey.com

R Sign up for Notify Me® – receive alerts on

various topics of your choice, visit the City’s
website, www.cityoframsey.com and click
Stay Connected

anoka Dramsey
E N TA L

R Facebook (ramsey.cityof)

Instagram (cityoframseymn)
Twitter (@CityofRamseyMN)
YouTube (@cityoframsey7509)
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PARKS & RECREATION
Winter Walking Series

Stay active this winter by joining our walking group.
We will walk the trails in Ramsey once a month.
Second Monday, January - March | 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Different Ramsey Park each month | FREE

Qigong Meditation
Qigong is a holistic exercise that aims to strengthen,
stretch, balance and coordinate the body. Registration is
not required.
Thursdays On-Going | 10:30 - 11:30 am
Alexander Ramsey Room, Ramsey City Hall | FREE

Yoga
Join us for an hour-long Vinyasa style of yoga that
focuses on breath and movement. All levels are welcome.
Check our website for dates, times and locations.
Registration is required.

January & February
Programs

2023 Photo Contest
The City is looking for photos highlighting what
residents love about Ramsey. For more information
or to submit your photo(s) visit,
www.cityoframsey.com/327/Ramsey-Photo-Contest

Valentine Acrylic Painting
Grab your partner for a unique Valentine’s date! Join
us to create a beautiful acrylic painting. This painting
project will be done so that you and your partner can
hang your creations together to form one large image!
The class is open to beginners and those who have
painting experience. Registration is required. Ages 21+.
Saturday, February 11 | 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Kitchen Table | $50 per couple

$30 for the entire series

Storytime with a Cop

Line Dancing

Join members of the Ramsey Police Department for
Storytime with a Cop. An Officer will read one of their
favorite children’s books. Afterward, kids will have an
opportunity to ice skate with Officers and warm up
with some hot cocoa. Registration is not required.

Join us for an evening of line dancing! A new line dance
is taught in every class. Attend whichever sessions fit
your schedule. Registration is required.

Tuesday, January 10, 24; February 7, 21 | 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Central Park | $5 per class

Winter Cardinal Watercolor Painting
This class is well suited to any individual who wants to
try out painting for the first time or individuals who
wish to expand their knowledge of watercolor painting.
Registration is required.
Tuesday, January 17 | 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Elmcrest Park | $20

Clay Bird in a Nest
The instructor will walk students through making a
clay bird in a nest hand-built pottery project. This
unique workshop offers a hands-on pottery experience.
Registration is required.
Saturday, February 11 | 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Central Park Building | $35

Snowshoeing
Snowshoeing is an easy-to-learn activity for all ages and
a great way to exercise while exploring the winter beauty
of Ramsey. Use snowshoes to explore the parks around
Ramsey. Snowshoes are provided with registration.
Registration is required.
January 25; February 11, 23
Locations/times vary
$5/person/class, 12 and under FREE

All dates and times may be subject to change.
For a list of all offerings and registration, please visit

CityofRasmey.com/ParkEvents.
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Thursday, January 26 | 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Central Park warming house | FREE

Winter Celebration
Bring the family to our inaugural Winter Celebration.
Activities include snowman building, snow angels, ice
skating, snowshoeing, art and more! Hot cocoa will
be provided.
Saturday, February 11
Central Park | FREE
Clay Bird in a Nest & Snowshoeing events do have fees

For questions, contact Marla Martinez-Flynn,
Recreation Specialist, at
mmartinez-flynn@cityoframsey.com, 763-433-9883
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Holiday Lights Contest
Nine households entered the second annual Holiday
Lights Contest. Lights twinkled and danced in creative ways.
Thank you to the houses that entered.
Ramsey residents were asked to vote for their three
favorite festive light displays. As of December 12, the houses
were ranked as follows: first – 16225 Azurite St. NW,
second – 15839 Peridot St. NW and third – 5635 156th
Ln, NW. The final decision was publicized on December 19.
Check the Parks & Recreation website www.cityoframsey.
com/574/Parks-Recreation-Events to find out which display
officially won.

1

2
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Preparing for the cold:
What the City does . . .

Preparing for the cold:
What you can do . . .

•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Maintains the ice rinks and warming houses at Central Park and Ramsey Elementary School. Rinks are
set to open on December 16. Hours of operation are
posted at www.cityoframsey.com/parks.
Clear snow from city streets. To view the City’s
snowplow policy, visit www.cityframsey.com/snowplowing.
Provide wooden lath stakes to show snowplow
drivers the edges of property lines. These stakes are
available in a barrel outside Public Works at 14199
Jaspar Street NW.
Maintain a snowplow information hotline at 763433-9852.
Notify residents of dangerous weather and road
conditions via the City’s website and social media.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Insulate pipes in your home.
Fix leaky pipes and run water in cold weather.
Keep vehicles and foot traffic off of septic
systems.
Ensure all septic tank covers are in place and
firmly attached.
Keep new septic systems covered.
Remove snow and ice around fire hydrants.
Remove garbage and recycling containers from
the roadway.
Remove basketball hoops from the street.
Avoid pushing snow and ice from your driveway into the street.
Do not park on any City streets between the
hours of 2:00 - 6:00 am, year-round.

Photo by Melissa Knoblauch
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Recreational Vehicle
Ordinance

Rink and Warming
House Guidelines

The City of
Ramsey is a snowmobile-friendly
community and
encourages operators to drive safely
and responsibly.
The City’s
recreational vehicle ordinance regulates the operation of
snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, golf carts, off-highway
motorcycles and other recreational vehicles on public and
private property within its borders.
Snowmobiles may be operated in restricted areas of
the City on designated routes between November 1 and
March 31. There must be a minimum of six inches of snow
cover on the ground for snowmobile use.
The recreational vehicle ordinance also allows the use
of ATVs, UTVs and golf carts on City roadways with a
permit issued by the City. Permits are valid for a maximum
term of three years.
Recreational vehicles may NOT be operated in the
City between 10:00 pm - 8:00 am Sunday through Friday
and between 1:00 - 8:00 am Saturday and Sunday.
For a complete list of regulations for the operation
of recreational vehicles within the City of Ramsey, please
visit www.cityoframsey.com/226/Recreational-Vehicles or
contact the Ramsey Police Department at 763-427-6812.

The temperatures are just right for making the
perfect ice for skating. Ice rink and warming house
facilities at Central Park (7925 161st Avenue NW)
and Ramsey Elementary School (15100 Nowthen
Boulevard NW) opened in mid-December. These
rinks and warming houses will be open weekdays
from 3:30 - 9:00/10:00 pm; Saturdays from
10:00 am - 9:00/10:00 pm; and Sundays from
12:00 - 8:00 pm.
There may be periodic warming house closures at
Ramsey Elementary due to staffing availability.
Central Park not only has two ice rinks, but it has
a skating path that loops around the park’s ball field.
Rinks and warming houses will be closed if:
• Temperatures are 10 degrees below zero or
lower and expected to remain at the same
temperature
• Attendant may close if weather conditions
become severe and are expected to remain
that way
• Temperatures are 32 degrees or above
The rinks are maintained by the City of Ramsey
Public Works Department. Ice rinks will remain
open as long as winter weather facilitates good ice
conditions. For more information, please contact
Mary Jo Warner, Public Works Assistant, at 763-4339820 or email at mwarner@cityoframsey.com.
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Snowplowing
Information
The City of Ramsey’s snow removal,
ice control policy and boulevard staking
information can be found on the City’s
website at www.cityoframsey.com/
ramsey-streets-snowplowing.
The City also has an after-hours
information phone line at 763-433-9852,
which is updated and monitored during
the snowplowing season. Or you can
contact the Public Works Department
during regular business hours at
763-433-9820.

Wooden Stakes
Available For Marking
Easement/Curb Line
The City will provide wooden stakes for
homeowners to install along the easement. The
stakes should be spaced every 20 to 30 feet along
the easement to help plow drivers identify the
edge of the road early in the season.
The wooden stakes are available in a barrel
outside of the Public Works Department located
at 14199 Jaspar Street NW, during regular
business hours. There is a maximum limit of six
stakes per household.
Please remember the Boulevard Staking Policy
prohibits the use of metal fence posts and other
non-breakaway material in the public right-of-way.
Small fiberglass poles and aluminum poles with
reflectors may be used.
For more information, please contact Public
Works Administrative Assistant Mary Jo Warner
at 763-433-9820 or mwarner@cityoframsey.com.

Do Not Push or Dump
Snow or Ice onto
Roadway
As old man winter tightens his hold on
Ramsey, there’s an increasing temptation to push
driveway snow and ice into the street.
Unfortunately, these snow and ice mounds are
very hazardous to other residents walking or
driving.
Minnesota Statute 160.2715 prohibits the
deposit of items into the roadway, including snow
and ice. To enforce the statute, Ramsey Police
Officers will issue citations to homeowners if they
see snow deposited onto the roadway. Violators
will be charged with a misdemeanor, with a
second offense having a minimum fine of $400.
Please help us keep our streets safe for everyone.
For more information, please contact Public
Works Administrative Assistant Mary Jo Warner
at 763-433-9820 or mwarner@cityoframsey.com.
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Snow and Ice Control
The City uses various methods to provide traction on community streets.
Sand does not have ice-melting capability and is primarily used as an
abrasive to provide temporary traction. It works best on hard-packed snow.
When used on ice, sand tends to “bounce” when it comes out of the truck
and ends up at the side of the road. The City uses a mixture of approximately
15 percent salt and 85 percent sand. The salt prevents the sand from freezing
and provides some ice-melting capability. This sand and salt mixture is only
used in extremely cold weather or freezing rain.
Pure salt is used on all primary roads in Ramsey and intersections to
help control ice. Salt has a practical working temperature of 15 to 20 degrees
Fahrenheit. Water typically freezes at 32 degrees, but with the introduction
of salt, the freezing temperature is lowered to the 15 to 20-degree range. As
temperatures go down, the amount of deicer needed to melt a given quantity
of ice increases significantly. Salt is five times more effective at 30 degrees
than at 20 degrees.
Ramsey, like many communities, is now pre-wetting its salt. This is
accomplished by placing a liquid storage tank at the rear of a sanding truck
to wet the salt into a brine when it comes off the spinner. The liquid provides
moisture to the salt and speeds up the melting process. Before a dry de-icing
chemical can act, it must dissolve into a brine solution. In addition, the wet
salt has less tendency to bounce or be blown off the road. With wetting,
savings in lost or wasted salt can be as high as 20 to 30 percent.
With 185 plus miles of roadway and approximately 860 intersections,
the City relies on the Police Department and citizens to alert the Public
Works Department to problems that may occur because of extremely cold
temperatures. Traffic can also cause slippery areas by tracking the salt out of
an intersection or by packing down the snow before the salt has a chance to
work. Maintenance crews do initial salting as they plow City roads after a
storm and sometimes problem areas occur before they can get back to
complete the salting operation.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call Streets Supervisor
Shane Turner at 763-433-9884 or email sturner@cityoframsey.com.

Help Keep Snow
Away From Fire
Hydrants

If you have a fire hydrant
on or near your property, please
help us keep snow away from
it. Snow piled or shoveled close
to hydrants restricts operation
during a fire emergency.
After a snowfall, the Public
Works Department is responsible for clearing snow from
City streets. Depending on the
amount and type of snow, this
could take several days. The City
is requesting your help in
keeping our fire hydrants
accessible. Please clear a fourfoot circle around the hydrant
near your home to ensure easy
access for the Fire Department.
If you have any questions or
comments, please get in touch
with Utilities Supervisor John
Nelson at 763-433-9861 or
jnelson@cityoframsey.com.

A Few Friendly Reminders

Medicare Help?

The City would like to remind residents that garbage
and recycling containers should be kept off the street.
Placing them in the driveway or behind the curb allows
snowplow drivers to plow curb-to-curb and lessens the
chance of tipping over containers. Basketball hoops
should also be kept out of cul-de-sacs.
Parking is not allowed on any public street between
the hours of 2:00 - 6:00 am year-round. Vehicles in violation will be cited and may be towed.

CONSULTATIONS ARE FREE!
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• When do I sign up?
• How do I sign Up?
• What is Part A, B, C and D?

Dan Pfeifer
CMS Disclaimer-We do not offer every plan available in your
area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans
we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or
1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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Licensed Agent
763.310.7627

Ten Winter Fire Safety Tips
1.

Have your furnace checked. It’s worth the money to
hire a professional to inspect and service your furnace
once a year. If it’s going to break down, it’s better to
know trouble is coming.

2.

Have your chimneys and vents checked. Fireplaces
produce creosote which can ignite. If you light fires
frequently, you need a chimney sweep service once
a year. When you burn wood, make sure it’s dry and
seasoned to produce more flame and less smoke.

3.

Test smoke alarms. Make sure the batteries are fresh.
Place smoke alarms in the hallway, laundry room and
in bedrooms.

4.

Cover the fireplace with a screen. Tempered glass or
a metal screen helps protect sparks from leaving the
fireplace. Even so, ensure that children and pets sit
at least three feet away when you light a fire in the
fireplace.

5.

Beware of lit candles. Candles can set the mood
for relaxation, and that’s how they get forgotten or
knocked over by kids or pets. Light candles only when
you’re around to watch them and blow them out
when you leave the room. Same thing for cigarettes,
pipes, etc. If you’re going to smoke, try to do it
outside.

6.

Know how to put out kitchen fires quickly. Water
doesn’t help a grease fire, it could cause it to get out
of control. Keep salt and baking soda on hand to
sprinkle liberally on pan fires. Keep lids handy to put
on top of pots and pans that get too hot.

7.

Beware of space heaters. The name should give you
a clue; space heaters need space. People and pets
should not be allowed to sit any closer than three feet,
treat it like a fireplace. Don’t put space heaters near
curtains, tablecloths or other fluttering fabrics. Ensure
the space heaters you buy have automatic shut-offs
before reaching dangerous temperatures. Space heaters
should always be plugged directly into a wall outlet,
do not use extension cords or power strips.

8.

Practice an escape route. Businesses and schools have
fire drills, and your family should too. Teach your
family to crawl to the nearest exit from every room.
Show them how to stop, drop and roll if their clothes
were to catch on fire.

9.

Fire extinguishers can be life savers. Store one
under the kitchen sink and in the hall closet near the
bedrooms. Choose a multipurpose extinguisher large
enough to put out a small fire but not too heavy to
handle.

10.

All household members should know 911. You’ve
heard the stories of the four-year-old who saved his
grandmother’s life with a 911 call. In a fire, every
person in the home can be a potential hero if they
know what to do.
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If you have questions about home heating or
any fire issue, please feel free to contact

Ramsey Fire at 763-427-4452.
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Ramsey Garden Club
Decorates Holiday Tree
Once again, the Ramsey
Garden Club decorated a
spectacular holiday tree for
the foyer of the Ramsey
Municipal Center. The
Garden Club has been
coming up with a new theme
and decorating a tree since
2007. This year’s tree is red
and white, has candy cane
ornaments and has been
dubbed the Candy Cane tree
by some of the Garden Club
members. Handmade red and
white pom poms, waterfall
ribbons and spray-painted
hydrangeas are some special
touches that grace this year’s
tree. Almost all club members
pitched in on November 14 to
decorate this year’s tree.
The tree is a collaborative
effort between the Garden Club and the City. A committee of six
members comes up with an outline for tree decorations, sometimes
getting inspiration from Pinterest. Three members work on the
handmade ornaments during January and February in preparation
for the next tree. The club would like to thank the City of Ramsey
staff for their help with the finishing touches and storing the
decorations each year.
Stop by and enjoy this festive tradition at Ramsey Municipal
Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW. The Ramsey Garden Club is
always welcoming new members. Call 763-250-3702 for more
information.
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Ramsey Seniors
The Ramsey Seniors Club
meets regularly on the fourth
Thursday of each month, at 12:00
pm, at Ramsey Fire Station #1,
15050 Armstrong Boulevard NW.
The Ramsey Seniors Club
would like to thank everyone who
helps make their meetings a success and to remind all seniors that
everyone is welcome to attend;
you do not have to be a resident of
Ramsey. Please call 763-421-5793
for more information.
		
President, Lucie Eisenreich

Live and Local in
Ramsey
QCTV was Live and Local in Ramsey at
Green Valley Garden Center, with City Administrator Brian Hagen, Economic Development
Manager Sean Sullivan and Planning Manager
Todd Larson, giving viewers a short synopsis of
what’s happening in the City and what some of
the plans are for growth. Green Valley was the
perfect partner for the show, supplying a
painted holiday backdrop, beautiful poinsettias,
and spruce pots. QCTV also interviewed one
of the Garden Centers owners Aaron Davis who
gave a short history of the Center. See the entire
program on QCTV’s YouTube channel,
youtu.be/9hx0nKY9kuU.
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